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Wee N this age of levity and ridicule, it is ex- 4 
2 tremly difficult to procureafertous attention n * — 
to any propoſal, however important, or how. 
ever wiſely calculated for the public hene 
fit; but ſure if there ever was a propoſition 
deſerving ſuch attention from every true Engliſhman, it 
is this for the eſtabliſhment of a national militia, now un- 
der the Conſideration of the legiſlature ; on the ſucceſs gf 
which I fincerely think, that our glory abroad, our fe 
curity at home, and our very * as a nation, en? 
tirely depend. . 
So manifeſt is the truth of this to the meaneſt and 
' moſt abſurd underſtandings, that I never met with one 
of that kind who has not been clearly convinced of it ; 
to ſuch therefore I ſhall not here addreſs - myſelf, 
but to the wiſe and ſagacious only, many of whom, 
to my great ſurpriſe, I have found of a very different 
opinion: To theſe then, I ſhall endeavour to prove in 


as few\ words as pothible t the truth of the * 
£ Propoſitions. 


= iſt, That 
Price Three-pence.] 


. 


by 
3 a militia may oon be rendered 


not at all inferior to our preſent regular forces. 


2dly, That it will effectually ſecure our liberties, pro- 


perties, and Religion. 
3dly, That it will N the 8 of govern- 


ment. & J ( 


4thly, That it wil 5 Pi price of our 

proviſions and manufactures, and extend our trade. 
Sthly, That it will enereaſe the number of aur 
people, and | 

Laſtly, That it may be carried into execution with- 
out any expence to the public. 

Firſt then, I ſhall endeavour to prove that a mili- 
tia may very ſoon be rendered not at all inferior to our 
preſent regular forces: and, whoever will look back on 
the behaviour of theſe forces for ſome years paſt both 


by land and fea, will be convinced that this is no very 
arduous undertaking; nor be-under any doubt but that 


after a few days exerciſe, they will behave as valiantly 
as our regiments at Falkirk, Preſton-Pans, or Oſwego, 
or our Fleets in the Mediterranean. Nor can 1 in- 
deed comprehend from whence their inferiority ſhould 
proceed; unleſs ſtrong beer ſhould inſpire leſs true cou- 
rage than gin, or being trained i in a country church- 
yard, produce a leſs familiarity with death than perform- 
ing the ſame exerciſe | in the gay ſcenes of Hyde-Park 
or St. James, If it be objected, that they will be 
deficient in military knowledge and experience; I an- 
wer, they will fight the better: the utility of cheſe 
qualifications in the day of battle is a vulgar error, 
propagated like all others, for want of reaſoning, for 
all fighting being in its own nature contradictory to 
common ſenſe, it can never be promoted by knowledge; 
military knowledge therefore can never be that ſort of 
knowledge which enables men to fight, but that 
which enables them to find out good reaſons for not 
fighting, or, if they ſhould be bad, to call in the 
affiſtance of councils of war and court martials to 


make them better. Much leſs ſure will experience in- 
| duce 


* 


8 
duce men to fight, unleſs we can believe that wounds 


4 bruiſes, like coffee and tobieco, though diſagree- 
>at firſt taſting, grow pleaſant by frequent repetitions. 


iy that ſuch a militia will ſecure our liberties, 
| Ee and religion. The liberties we ſo juſtly va- 
ue in this country are theſe, that every one may think 
and write, and ſay and do whatever he pleaſes; but pro- 
perties comprehend all chings of which we are in 
poſſenon, by whatever means they have been acqui- 
red theſe can certainly no way be ſo effectually ſecured 
to us as by the uſe of arms, by which we may at all 
times defend ourſelves from the attacks of judges and 
juries, from writs and ejectments, from goals and 
2 with all the tyranny of juſtices and, im- 
pertinence of conſtables, grievances not to be endured 
in a free country. As to our religion, à ſcheme of 
this kind muſt have moſt; ſalutary effects, ſince. a bill 
only for its eſtabliſhment has already produced unani- 
mity between our church divines and diflepters in one 
ſenſible and pious opinion; an event perhaps not eaſy to 
— remembered on any other occaſion. _ 7 
Thirdly, That it will ſtrengthen the hands of govern- * | 
men, which in this nation being by the conſent of all 
true patriots allowed to be the ſole right of the loweſt of 
the people, or mob, with whom ſuch patriots wonder- 
fully agree in their political ſentiments, hat can ſo ef- 
fectually ſecure to them the dominion they now exer- 
Cie over us, as putting arms into their hands, and teach- | - 
ing them how to uſe them? This muſt certainly 
ſtrengthen the hands of theſe our governors, and conſe- 8. 
| quently of government itſelf. 
Fourthly, It will reduce the price of our proviſions 
and. manufactures, and extend our trade; becauſe 
| when the good people of England are thus armed and 
f diſciplined, they will be enabled to take away meat, 
Corn, and malt, and all other proviſions, from foreſtal- 
| : lers and ingroſſers, butchers, millers, and farmers, at 
a reaſonable price, of which they themſelves muſt al- 
Ways be the beſt and moſt impartial judges. When 
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the P ice of proyitons is thus happily 2 that of 
our 


(4) 


our manufactures muſt inevitably fall in ave propor- 
tion; and the reduction of theſe muſt as certainly 
carry more of them to foreign markets,. and conſe- 
quently extend our trade. The truth of this has been 
ſo often demonſtrated by all writers on trade, and all 
whoſe trade is writing, that it is here needleſs. to ſay 
any more on the ſubject. 

Fifthly, That it will increaſe the aninder of our 
people: to be convinced of which, gentle reader, fi- 
gure to thyſelf all the handſomeſt young fellows in eve- 
ry county; each armed like the hero in a romance, 
- dreſt, powdered, and toupeed by the reforming hand 

of a genteel ſerjeant ; then turn thy eyes to the nume- 
rous groupe of fair ſpectators in ſunday , gowns and 
clean linen, who will not fail to attend fo tempting a 
ſhow; then, if thou haſt not loſt all feeling both men- 
tal and-corporeal, thou canſt not doubt but that ſo much 
valour on one fide, and ſo much beauty on the other, 
will certainly produce much mutual affection, and that 
this will as infallibly be the cauſe of much procreation, 
and in a great meaſure repair the loſſes occaſioned by 
_— migrations to America, and the depredations of gin. 
If it be objected, that to balance this many lives will 
be loft by the inſtitution of theſe forces, by the acci- 
dental diſcharge, of their firelocks, or the too valiant 
- uſe of their ſwords in drunken quarrels ; I anſwer, theſe 
accidents may ſometimes happen ; but, as on the moſt 
moderate computation, every man in theſe corps will 
probably beget three children before be kills one man, 
it cannot fail to encreaſe the number of our people. 
Tnuough this good effect of this truly national ſcheme 
has not, that I know of, been obſerved by any author, 
who has undertaken to recommend it to the public, yet 
has it not eſcaped the quick-ſighted eyes of our ſagacious 
| legiſlature, who, on this very account, have this year 
. voted a large ſum tothe Foundling-hoſpital, and propcſe 
to increaſe it ſtill farther as ſoon as their national forces 
begin to act in the ſervice of their country. 
L.aſtly, That it may be carried into execution without 
any expence to the public, and this by a method ſo ex- 
0 tremely 


(3) 
— hatin ping hndliben of par- 


liament has not diſeovered it. The method:4 mean is 


no more than this: that as every man O attends on 
the days of exerciſe, and continues ſober, is by tlie pre- 
{ent bill to receive ſix- pence, I would have it further 
enacted, that every one Who is drunk on thoſe days 
ſhould pay the ſaid ſum of fix-pence, to be applied to- 
wards the ſupport of this national force: a very ſmall 
penalty, ſure, for ſo great a neglect of duty where 
the ſafety of his country is at ſtake. Now whoever has 
| hheer preſent at a fair, a ſeſſions, a horſe-race; an aſſiges; 
a cricket-mateh,-or a viſitation, or any other numerous 
meeting in the country, muſt know, that on the moſt en- 
* gn computation the number of ſober cannot exceed 

the proportion of one in ten of thoſe who' are drunk; 
and there is no reaſon. that I know of to ſuppoſe that 
the majority will be leſs on this ogcaſion. If 
ſo, the public, we ſee; will receive nine times the ſum 
every, day that it will be required to pay, and conſe- 
quently the remaining eight parts will amply ſupply 
theſe forces with arms; ammunition, cloaths,' and ac- 
coutrements. But if this ſhould not be found quite 
ſufficient, conſideting how frequently they will probabj 
be loſt, a-ſmall matter laid on oaths; many of whi 
they will readily learn from the inſtructions of their Ler- 
jeants, would eaſily ſupply: all deficiencies, and if the 
landed officers: of theſe corps would ſubmit to the ſame 
penalties, it Would much increaſe the fund: hut as theſe 
gentlemen, ho ate to receive nothing ſor being ſaber; 
may think it. hard to, pay ſix-pence for being drunk, l 
would by no means inſiſt on their being included, chore 
cially, as I doubt not, but the ſum thus raiſeg 


ſufficient to defray all expences, and totally to — 
nify the public revenues. 


The objections made to this ſcheme are ſo frivolous 
and abſurd, that they are by no means worthy of ob- 
ſervation ; but of one or two I will juſt take notice. Id 
is afſerted, that gentlemen of eſtates in the country, 
will never ſubmit to the duty of officers without pay; 
but whoever confiders how ready theſe gentlemen are 
are on all, occaſions to execute the offices of juſtices of 


* commiſſioners of taxes, and 0 how 


was 5c; | earneſt 
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8 to ſpend half their time and all their eſtates 0 


acquire ſeats, and to attend their duty in panlia- 


ment, from wende no poſſible advantage can acrue, 
muſt be ſatitfied that this is hut an unjuſt ſuſpiciam, 
faunded an nd rcaſon, and inn ſiſtent with the true 
Seal. Web ey haue Fverifpeura in She cauſe Haba 
country. 

It is; allo. apprehended, that many of theſe 8 
by. iodelence, carpulency, :age, or gout, Will be ron- 
dered incapable of fighting; but the very reverſe. bf 
this is certainly true, becaule theſe very infirtnities wall 
make it impoſſible for them to run aW a. 

And now having demonſtrated the truth Feuer 
one of my propoſitions beyond che power of all m- 
niſterial ſcriblers to 'diſprove,' I ſhall conclude, by re- 
commending this neceſſary ſcheme to the protection 
of all true lovers of their country, and earneftly wifh- 
ing, that nothing may prevent it from being put in 
execution as ſoon as poſſible ;, Then, O Britain! O my 


country 1 wal I congratulate thee on the conſummation 


of thy W and the happy period of all thy ca- 
Long have thy true patriots wiſhed to ſee 
thee engaged. ſingly in a war with France, which 
| From thy natural ſuperiority muſt always be attended 
with. glory and-ſucceſs ; long haſt thou groaned undet 
the..appreflions of mercenary allies abroad, and rapaci- 


aus miniſters at home: but at laſt the time, the happy 


time is arrived, when our wiſhes are all fulfilled, and 
dur misfartunes wiped away; when we are in full 
poſſeſſion of ſuch a glorious Os rr any Os, 
ber 9 0 inn at al” 


1 | ' 92 «FFT L 44) p 
ON DON he u 1 


Printed for B. Horrs, at Gl E eat ae, H&R 
the Strand, 


